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Thomas French was awarded a Pulitzer 
Prize and many other honors for his 
writing during three decades as a 
reporter at the St. Petersburg Times. He 
is the author of Unanswered Cries and 
South of Heaven, and he currently teaches 

journalism at Indiana University. Thomas also is a 
writing fellow at the Poynter Institute. 

John Allen Nelson’s critically acclaimed roles on tele-
vision’s 24 and Vanished are among the recent highlights 
of his twenty-five-plus years as an actor, screenwriter, and 
film producer.
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Thomas French

Zoo Story 
Life in the Garden of Captives

Animals Make Us Human meets An Inconvenient Truth: 
a Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist goes behind the 
scenes at one of the country’s most popular—and most 
controversial—destinations: a zoo.
Welcome to the savage and surprising world of Zoo Story, 
an unprecedented account of the secret life of a zoo and 
its inhabitants, both animal and human. Based on six years 
of research, the book follows a handful of unforgettable 
characters at Tampa’s Lowry Park Zoo: an alpha chimp 
with a weakness for blondes, a ferocious tiger who revels 
in Obsession perfume, and a brilliant but tyrannical CEO 
known as El Diablo Blanco.
Zoo Story crackles with issues of global urgency: the shadow 
of extinction, humanity’s role in the destruction or survival 
of other species. More than anything else, though, it’s a 
dramatic and moving true story of seduction and betrayal, 
exile and loss, and the limits of freedom on an overcrowded 
planet—all framed inside one zoo reinventing itself for the 
twenty-first century.
Zoo Story shows us how these remarkable individuals live, 
how some die, and what their experiences reveal about the 
human desire to both exalt and control nature.  

Marketing

•	 Library Journal H Review

•	 Every year, 175 million Americans visit a zoo. Now they 
can see the zoo as never before—in this compelling 
narrative from a Pulitzer Prize–winning author, who goes 
into the jungles, behind the cages, and into the corporate 
boardrooms to follow the care, feeding, and financing of 
this wild obsession.

•	 Zoo Story follows a compelling cast of unforgettable 
characters: a fierce Sumatran tiger who escapes her 
enclosure, four elephants ripped from the wilds of 
Africa, and overseeing them all, a visionary CEO whose 
ambitions push the zoo to its breaking point.

Praise for zoo story

“Listen to even a bit of this, and you won’t stop.” —AudioFile
“The book captures the fascination humans have with 
animals, and vice versa, and raises questions about the 
purpose and management of zoos.” —Kirkus H Review
“A story that needs to be told, and French does it superbly.” �
� —Library Journal H Review
“A reality-based book that takes the reader behind the scenes 
of a zoo. Everyone interested in animal, environmental, and 
conservation issues should read this fascinating book.” �
� —Temple Grandin, author of Animals in Translation
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