
The only firsthand account of the failed German military plot to kill 
Hitler—as told by one of the key conspirators.

When World War II erupted, Philipp von Boeselager, son of 
an aristocratic Catholic family, fought enthusiastically for his 
country as a cavalry lieutenant. But in the summer of 1942, 
when he witnessed the regime’s criminal brutality toward 
Jews and Gypsies, his patriotism quickly turned to disgust, 
and he joined a group of officers intent on killing Hitler.

After one aborted attempt—in which Boeselager was as-
signed to shoot both Hitler and Heinrich Himmler—it was 
decided that a bomb would be used to assassinate the Führer. 
Boeselager delivered the explosives and then led his un-
witting men toward Berlin in order to carry out the coup 
d’état. When the bomb failed to kill Hitler, the SS launched a 
terrifying purge of senior army officers. Boeselager managed 
to return his units to the front before, one by one, the other 
conspirators were rounded up, tortured, and executed. None 
of them betrayed Boeselager.

In his unvarnished, harrowing testimony, Philipp von Boe-
selager—who died on May 1, 2008—gives eloquent voice 
to the courageous spirit of these men whose profound sense 
of honor could not be dimmed by the diabolical propa-
ganda of the Third Reich. 

Philipp Freiherr von Boeselager was born in Bonn, 
Germany. He enlisted in the German army in 1938, 
and was assigned to a cavalry regiment. He became a 
commanding lieutenant, only to join the German 
Resistance in 1941. His participation in Valkyrie, the 
failed conspiracy to assassinate Adolf Hitler, went 
undetected, and he lived to be the last surviving 
member of the plot. Boeselager died on May 1, 2008. 

Florence Fehrenbach is the granddaughter of Karl 
von Wendt, a co-conspirator and close friend of 
Philipp von Boeselager. She and her husband, Jérôme 
Fehrenbach, convinced Boeselager to recount his 
experience in the failed attempt to assassinate Hitler. 
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H A WORLD OF TROUBLE: The White House and the Middle East—from the Cold War to the 
War on Terror

 

A veteran journalist chronicles 60 years of U.S. fecklessness in the Middle East.

The colorful narrative opens in 2004 with CIA Director George Tenet drunk and angry 
during a post-midnight swim in a Saudi royal family pool, a perfect metaphor for American 
floundering in the Middle East for the past few decades. Almost nothing that follows dispels this 
image of the United States, bitter and baffled by the ceaseless problems posed by this region. 
Tyler (A Great Wall: Six Presidents and China: An Investigatory History, 1999, etc.) uses the 
frame of the presidency to survey America’s involvement in a place that, because of its oil 
resources, the ideological challenge of Islamic extremism and America’s ties to Israel, demands 
the attention of the nation’s “highest political authority.” Since Eisenhower, the White House has 
grappled with an unrelenting parade of Middle East conflicts: Gamal Nasser’s 1956 seizure of 
the Suez Canal; the 1967 Six-Day War between Egypt and Israel; the 1973 Yom Kippur War; the 
1979 Iranian Revolution and the takeover of Tehran’s American embassy; the 1983 Marine 
barracks bombing in Beirut, the 1987 Intifada in the Gaza Strip; the eight-year Iran-Iraq war 
beginning in 1988; the First Gulf War against Saddam Hussein; the second Intifada; and the 2003 
still-unresolved American invasion of Iraq. Tyler demonstrates how American presidents’ 
responses to these and countless lesser eruptions have been shaped by Cold War strategies, War 
on Terror exigencies, shifting alliances among Arab leaders and a variety of other factors that 
have consistently frustrated American attempts at peacemaking. Although the has a few kind 
words for Jimmy Carter and George H.W. Bush, no president escapes Tyler’s criticism for mostly 
fumbling attempts to deal—or not deal—with the region that continues to pose the greatest threat 
to world peace. The heroes here (Anwar Sadat, Yitzhak Rabin) are few, the successes (Camp 
David Accords) rare, the villains and rogues many. With his reporter’s instinct for telling detail, 
Tyler offers a history that makes for enlightening, if depressing, reading.

A superb, evenhanded account of America’s role in a continuing tragedy.

 (Agent: Bob Bernstein/D4EO Literary Agency)
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NOTHING TO FEAR: FDR’S Inner Circle and the Hundred Days That Created Modern America

 

Journalist Cohen (The Perfect Store: Inside eBay, 2002, etc.) delves into the New Deal archives to 
fashion an elucidating, pertinent and timely work on the makings of government.

 

The slew of progressive legislation passed during Franklin Roosevelt’s first 100 days in office in 1933 
broke with the old order of laissez faire economics and redefined the nature of government’s 
responsibilities vis-à-vis its citizens. These policies had critics, to be sure, but they worked, Cohen notes, 
alleviating people’s misery during the Great Depression by offering relief, jobs and, most important, hope. 
While FDR largely garnered the credit for the country’s recovery—and aroused alarm with his autocratic 
proclamations and tactics—his handpicked minions worked tirelessly behind the scenes to forge the New 
Deal’s landmark programs, often by trial and error. Cohen closely examines the five members of 
Roosevelt’s inner circle who left the most lasting mark on the legislation forged during those 100 days, 
looking in turn at where they came from, how they gained the president’s trust and how they used their 
experience to make history. Since the banking crisis was FDR’s first concern, he chose trusted aide and 
speechwriter Raymond Moley to work alongside the Treasury Department on the Emergency Banking 
Act, which tackled the essential tension between spending more to fight the Depression and spending 
less to balance the budget. Budget Director Lewis Douglas, a conservative, pushed through Congress the 
Economy Act, a major budget-reduction measure, but he resigned in 1934 when Roosevelt took the 
country off the gold standard. Secretary of Agriculture Henry Wallace saved the farm belt with the 
Agricultural Adjustment Act; Labor Secretary Frances Perkins, the first female Cabinet member, 
persuaded FDR to support her ambitious progressive agenda, including workers’ rights protections; Harry 
Hopkins became the leading public-works administrator. 

 

Ambitious yet well focused—a marvelously readable study of an epic moment in American history.












