
From the author of the international bestseller Incendiary comes a 
haunting novel about the tenuous friendship that blooms between 
two disparate strangers—one an illegal Nigerian refugee, the other 
a recent widow from suburban London.

British couple Andrew and Sarah O’Rourke, vacationing on 
a Nigerian beach in a last-ditch effort to save their faltering 
marriage, come across Little Bee and her sister, Nigerian 
refugees fleeing from machete-wielding soldiers intent on 
clearing the beach. The horrific confrontation that follows 
changes the lives of everyone involved in unimaginable ways.

Two years later, Little Bee appears in London on the day of 
Andrew’s funeral and reconnects with Sarah. Sarah is 
struggling to come to terms with her husband’s recent 
suicide and the stubborn behavior of her four-year-old-son. 
The tenuous friendship between Sarah and Little Bee that 
grows, is challenged, and ultimately endures is the heart of 
this emotional, tense, and often hilarious novel.

Considered by some to be the next Kite Runner, Little Bee is 
an achingly human story set against the inhuman realities of 
war-torn Africa. Wrenching tests of friendship and terrible 
moral dilemmas fuel this irresistible novel.

Chris Cleave is a columnist for the 
Guardian newspaper in London. 
His first novel, Incendiary, was pub-
lished in twenty countries, won the 
2006 Somerset Maugham Award, 
was shortlisted for the 2006 Com-
monwealth Writers’ Prize, won the 

United States Book-of-the-Month Club’s First 
Fiction Award, and won the Prix Spécial du Jury at 
the French Prix des Lecteurs 2007. He lives in 
London with his wife and two children. 

AUDIOFILE  EARPHONES 
AWARD WINNER

Movie rights acquired by BBC films 
to be produced by Nicole Kidman

Anne Flosnik is an accomplished actress with lead 
credits in stage, TV, commercials, and voice-overs. 
As a seasoned narrator she has over 250 audiobook 
titles to her credit. Anne has several awards and dis-
tinctions, including AudioFile Earphones, and a two-
time Audie Finalist. 
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“Flosnik’s accents and tone change nimbly to suit each lead 
character. Artfully told and lyrically performed, this audio-
book resonates. ” —Audiofile 

“A poignant performance [by Anne Flosnik]… A grueling 
tale burnished with humor and love and comparable to 
Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner.” 

—Library Journal  Audio Review

“Cleave is a nerves-of-steel storyteller of stealthy power, and 
this is a novel as resplendent and menacing as life itself.” 

—Booklist  Review

“Urgent and wryly funny.” —O, the Oprah Magazine 
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