
With the narrative drive of Black Hawk Down, The Siege of Mecca 
is a nonfiction thriller about the little-known takeover and 
subsequent liberation of Islam’s holiest site.

On November 20, 1979, worldwide attention was 
focused on Tehran, where the Iranian hostage crisis was 
entering its third week. That same morning—the first of 
a new Muslim century—hundreds of gunmen stunned 
the world by seizing Islam’s holiest shrine, the Grand 
Mosque in Mecca. These men came from more than a 
dozen countries, launching the first operation of global 
jihad in modern times. They believed that the Saudi 
royal family had become a servant of American infidels 
and sought a return to the glory of uncompromising 
Islam. With nearly 100,000 worshippers trapped inside 
the holy compound, Mecca’s bloody siege lasted two 
weeks, inflaming Muslim rage against the United States 
and causing hundreds of deaths. 

This dramatic story was barely covered in the press as 
Saudi Arabia imposed an information blackout and kept 
foreign correspondents away. Yaroslav Trofimov now 
penetrates this veil of silence, interviewing for the first 
time scores of direct participants in the siege, including 
former terrorists, and drawing on hundreds of 
documents that had been declassified on his request. The 
narrative reveals how Saudi reaction to the uprising in 
Mecca set free the forces that produced the attacks of 9/11 
and the harrowing circumstances that surrounds us today.

Yaroslav Trofimov, a staff foreign 
correspondent of the Wall Street 
Journal since 1999, has reported 
extensively from Saudi Arabia and 
other Muslim countries. He is also 
the author of Faith at War: A 
Journey on the Frontlines of Islam, 

from Baghdad to Timbuktu.

2008 GOLD MEDAL WINNER OF 
THE WASHINGTON INSTITUTE 

BOOK PRIZE

Todd McLaren was involved in 
radio for more than twenty years in 
cities on both coasts. He left 
broadcasting for a full-time career in 
voice-overs, where he has been 
heard on more than 5,000 TV and 
radio commercials, as well as 
narrations for documentaries and films, including 
Who Framed Roger Rabbit?
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“Yaroslav Trofimov has written a spellbinding thriller....   
Once I started reading, I couldn’t put the book down.” 

—Rajiv Chandrasekaran, author of Imperial Life in 
the Emerald City: Inside Iraq’s Green Zone 

“As Yaroslav Trofimov amply and skillfully demonstrates, 
the most radioactive particle in the world today is not 
North Korea, Iran, or...the United States. It is, rather, the 
terrifying bundle of contradictions otherwise known as 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.”

—Tom Bissell, author of God Lives in St. Petersburg 
and The Father of All Things

“A compelling historical narrative.... Casual readers will 
be well served by this introduction to Muslim 
fundamentalist terrorism.” —Publishers Weekly

“Solid journalistic and storytelling skills.... Trofimov does 
excellent work in narrating [these events].” —Kirkus
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