
In the bestselling tradition of In the Heart of the Sea, The Colony reveals the 
untold history of the infamous American leprosy colony on Molokai and of the 
extraordinary people who struggled to survive under the most horrific 
circumstances.

In 1866, twelve men and women and one small child were forced aboard a leaky 
schooner and cast away to a natural prison on the Hawaiian island of Molokai. Two 
weeks later, a dozen others were exiled, and then forty more, and then a hundred 
more. Tracked by bounty hunters and torn screaming from their families, the luckless 
were loaded into shipboard cattle stalls and abandoned in a lawless place where 
brutality held sway. Many did not have leprosy, and most of those who did were not 
contagious, yet all were caught in a shared nightmare. The colony had little food, little 
medicine, and very little hope. Exile continued for more than a century, the longest and 
deadliest instance of medical segregation in American history. Nearly nine thousand 
people were banished to the colony, trapped by pounding surf and armed guards and 
the highest sea cliffs in the world. Twenty-eight live there still.

John Tayman tells the fantastic saga of this horrible and hopeful place -- at one time 
the most famous community in the world -- and of the individuals involved. From the 
very first exile -- a gentle part-time lawyer trapped in an unjust ordeal beyond his 
imagination -- to the last remaining residents, the narrative is peopled by presidents 
and kings, cruel lawmen and pioneering doctors, and brave souls who literally gave 
their lives to help. A stunning cast includes the martyred Father Damien, Robert Louis 
Stevenson, Jack London, Mark Twain, Teddy Roosevelt, John Wayne, and more. The 
result is a searing tale of survival and bravery, and a testament to the power of faith, 
compassion, and heroism.
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John Tayman is the former deputy editor of Outside magazine. He has been editor-at-large for Men's Journal, 
executive editor of New England Monthly, and contributing editor to Life, GQ, People, Men's Health, and Business 
2.0.
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“Tayman's crisp, flowing writing and inclusion of personal stories and details make this an utterly engrossing look at a heartbreaking chapter 
in Hawaiian history.”—Booklist  Starred Review

“Here comes Tayman to blow us away...it whispers; you cry”—New York Times

“Rigorous, tenacious research uncovers a grim story of human suffering.” —Kirkus

“Drawing on contemporary sources and eyewitness accounts of the still surviving members of the colony, Tayman has created a fitting 
monument to the strength and character of the castoffs in particular, and human beings as a whole.” —Publishers Weekly 

“ Tayman re-creates this poignant history, telling a tragic and heart-stopping tale filled with vivid descriptions of important policymakers, 
governmental officials, and writers such as Jack London who oversaw or visited the banished people.  Recommended.”—Library Journal

“A Must Read!”—Time Magazine
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An AudioFile magazine Earphones winner and Audie Award Finalist, Patrick Lawlor is also an accomplished 
stage actor, director and combat choreographer. He has worked extensively Off-Broadway, regionally and in 
Europe. Patrick has also been seen on TV and in films, both as an actor and a stuntman.
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