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Revealing the astonishing story of how Afghanistan’s booming opium 
trade is bankrolling Al Qaeda and the Taliban, Seeds of Terror follows 
the drugs from the fields of the small farmers to the clandestine deals 
of the weapons merchants.

Most Americans think of the Taliban and al Qaeda as a bunch 
of bearded fanatics fighting an Islamic crusade from caves in 
Afghanistan. But that doesn’t explain their astonishing come-
back along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border. Why is it eight 
years after we invaded Afghanistan, the CIA says that these 
groups are better armed and better funded than ever?

Seeds of Terror will reshape the way you think about Amer-
ica’s enemies, revealing them less as ideologues and more as 
criminals who earn half a billion dollars every year off the 
opium trade. With the breakneck pace of a thriller, author 
Gretchen Peters traces their illicit activities from vast poppy 
fields in southern Afghanistan to heroin labs run by Taliban 
commanders, from drug convoys armed with Stinger mis-
siles to the money launderers of Karachi and Dubai.

This isn’t a fanciful conspiracy theory. Seeds of Terror is based 
on hundreds of interviews with Taliban fighters, smugglers, 
and law enforcement and intelligence agents. Their informa-
tion is matched by intelligence reports shown to the author 
by frustrated U.S. officials who fear the next 9/11 will be far 
deadlier than the first—and paid for with drug profits.

Seeds of Terror makes the case that we must cut terrorists off 
from their drug earnings if we ever hope to beat them. This 
war isn’t about ideology or religion. It’s about creating a new 
economy for Afghanistan—and breaking the cycle of vio-
lence and extremism that has gripped the region for decades.

Gretchen Peters covered Pakistan and 
Afghanistan for more than a decade, 
first for The Associated Press and later 
as a reporter for ABC News. Her work 
has appeared in leading media outlets 
including The New Republic, The 
Christian Science Monitor, and The 

National Geographic Channel, and she has been a 
regular commentator on NPR and CNN. She spent 
five years traveling the border areas between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan to research and write Seeds of Terror.

SAJA  JOURNALISM 
AWARD–WINNING AUTHOR

GRETCHEN PETERS

How Heroin Is Bankrolling the Taliban and Al Qaeda

SEEDS OF TERROR

PRAISE FOR SEEDS OF TERROR

“Sure to be hotly discussed, this new book explores the 
often labyrinthine connections between terrorism, the 
American government, and the heroin trade.” —Booklist

“An important reminder that ‘if you want to go after 
terrorists, you have to go after drugs.’” —Kirkus

Read by Laural Merlington
Category: Current Events
Running Time: 8 hrs - Unabridged 
Hardcover: May 2009 (75,000 St. Martin’s Press) 

Available: 07/02/2009 

Trade 9781400112937   7 Audio CD $29.99
Library 9781400142934   7 Audio CD $59.99
MP3     9781400162932   1 MP3-CD     $19.99

Territory:      North America

KEY POINTS/MARKETING

! Author speaking tour

! National broadcast publicity

! National radio publicity

! National print publicity

Laural Merlington has recorded over 100 audio-
books, including the New York Times bestseller No 
Humans Involved by Kelley Armstrong and works 
by Margaret Atwood and Alice Hoffman. The 
recipient of several AudioFile Earphones Awards, 
she teaches college in her home state of Michigan.

c u r r e n t  e v e n t s
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One of the most infamous characters from Kate Brian's Private 
series spins off into her own dark world of privilege. After the 
death of Thomas Pearson, Ariana Osgood is safely locked away 
in a mental institution. But she will stop at nothing to break out 
and rejoin the world of the wealthy

Most girls would die for a life of privilege.... Some would 
even kill for it.

Ariana Osgood ruled exclusive Easton Academy—until she 
was arrested for murdering Thomas Pearson. She’s spent the 
past two years at the Brenda T. Trumbull Correctional 
Facility for Women plotting her escape and is determined to 
get a second chance at the glamorous life she left behind. 
And Ariana will do anything to get her way....

Kate Brian is the pen name of Kieran 
Scott, an American author whose 
best-known books are The Princess 
and the Pauper, Megan Meade’s Guide 
to the McGowan Boys, The Virginity 
Club, Sweet 16, Fake Boyfriend, and 
the prolific Private series. Several 

books in the Private series have been on the New York 
Times children’s bestseller list as well as the USA Today 
bestseller list. 

Bestselling  author  of  the  
PRIVATE SERIES

A classically trained actress, Justine Eyre has ap-
peared on stage with leading roles in King Lear and 
The Crucible. She has performed in films on the indie 
circuit, and her recent television credits include Mad 
Men. Eyre’s recent audiobooks include Darling Jim 
by Christian Moerk.

Beautiful Disaster
(Book 2 in the Privilege series)
ISBN 13: 9781400112432

Private
(Book 1 in the Private series)
ISBN 13: 9781400112319

Invitation Only
(Book 2 in the Private series)
ISBN 13: 9781400112326

Paradise Lost
(Book 9 in the Private series)
ISBN 13: 9781400112395

Visit tantor.com for more titles by Kate Brian

ALSO BY KATE BRIAN AND SOON TO BE 
AVAILABLE FROM TANTOR

KATE BRIAN

Book One in the Privilege Series

PRIVILEGE

Read by Justine Eyre
Category: Juvenile Fiction 
Running Time: 8 hrs - Unabridged 
Hardcover: December 2008 (150,000 Simon Children’s) 

Available: 07/02/2009 

Trade 9781400112425   7 Audio CD $29.99
Library 9781400142422   7 Audio CD $59.99
MP3     9781400162420   1 MP3-CD     $19.99

Territory:    U.S. and Canada      

KEY POINTS/MARKETING

! Online entertainment program and web series, 
based on the bestselling book series Private by Kate 
Brian. The show will debut on Alloy Media + 
Marketing’s Teen.com network. 

! New York Times and USA Today bestselling author

! Author Web site: privatenovels.com

Look for the entire

and 

series coming soon from Tantor.

PRIVATE PRI V ILEGE

j u v e n i l e  f i c t i o n
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Urban and rural collide in this wry, inspiring memoir of a woman who 
turned a vacant lot in downtown Oakland into a thriving farm.

Novella Carpenter loves cities—the culture, the crowds, the 
energy. At the same time, she can’t shake the fact that she is 
the daughter of two back-to-the-land hippies who taught 
her to love nature and eat vegetables. Ambivalent about 
repeating her parents’ disastrous mistakes, yet drawn to the 
idea of backyard self-sufficiency, Carpenter decided that it 
might be possible to have it both ways: a homegrown 
vegetable plot as well as museums, bars, concerts, and a 
twenty-four-hour convenience mart mere minutes away. 
Especially when she moved to a ramshackle house in inner-
city Oakland and discovered a weed-choked, garbage-
strewn abandoned lot next door. She closed her eyes and 
pictured heirloom tomatoes, a beehive, and a chicken coop.

What started out as a few egg-laying chickens led to turkeys, 
geese, and ducks. Soon, some rabbits joined the fun, then 
two 300-pound pigs. And no, these charming and eccentric 
animals weren’t pets; she was a farmer, not a zookeeper. 
Novella was raising these animals for dinner. Her corner of 
downtown Oakland is populated by unforgettable char-
acters. Lana runs a speakeasy across the street and refuses to 
hurt even a fly, let alone condone raising turkeys for Thanks-
giving.  The turkeys, Harold and Maude, tend to escape on 
a daily basis to cavort with the prostitutes hanging around 
just off the highway nearby. Every day on this farm, urban 
meets rural in the most surprising ways.

For anyone who has ever grown herbs on their windowsill, 
or who has obsessed over the offerings at the local farmers’ 
market, Carpenter’s story will capture your heart. And if 
you’ve ever considered leaving it all behind to become a 
farmer outside the city limits or looked at the abandoned lot 
next door with a gleam in your eye, consider this both a 
cautionary tale and a full-throated call to action. 

Novella Carpenter grew up in rural 
Idaho and Washington State. She 
majored in biology and English at the 
University of Washington in Seattle. 
While attending Berkeley’s Graduate 
School of Journalism, she studied 
under Michael Pollan for two years. 

Her writing has appeared in Salon.com, Saveur.com, 
and Mother Jones. Her urban farm began with a few 
chickens, then some bees, until she had a full-blown 
farm near downtown Oakland, where she lives today. 

KIRKUS   REVIEW

PUBLISHERS WEEKLY   REVIEW
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Karen White is an actress who has performed on 
stage, film, and television. She has narrated more than 
forty audiobooks and has received two AudioFile 
Earphones Awards, one for Another Song About the 
King by Kathryn Stern and one for My Kind of Place 
by Susan Orlean.

NOVELLA CARPENTER

The Education of an Urban Farmer

FARM CITY

PRAISE FOR FARM CITY

“Utterly enchanting.... The juxtaposition of the farming life 
with inner-city grit...elevates it to the realm of the magical.” 

—Publishers Weekly  Review

“A fascinating, vividly written story about city and com-
munity that will change perceptions about the local farmers 
market.” —Kirkus  Review

H

H

Read by Karen White
Category: Memoir

Running Time: 10 hrs 30 min - Unabridged 

Hardcover: June 2009 (35,000 Penguin Press) 

Available: 07/09/2009 

Trade 9781400112982   9 Audio CD $34.99
Library 9781400142989   9 Audio CD $69.99
MP3     9781400162987   1 MP3-CD     $24.99

Territory:     North America

KEY POINTS/MARKETING

! National review attention and publicity

! Virtual NPR affiliate and regional talk radio tour

m e m o i r
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Steve Forbes, former presidential candidate and CEO of Forbes, Inc., 
and classics professor John Prevas team up to tell the riveting story of 
the parallel and powerful lessons that the great leaders of the 
classical world have for today’s leaders in business and politics.

Based on an extraordinary collaboration between Steve 
Forbes and John Prevas, Power Ambition Glory provides 
intriguing comparisons between six great leaders of the 
ancient world and contemporary business leaders. 

—Great leaders not only have vision but know how to build 
structures to effect it. Cyrus the Great did so in creating an 
empire based on tolerance and inclusion, an approach highly 
unusual for his or any age. Jack Welch and John Chambers 
built their business empires using a similar approach, and 
like Cyrus, they remain the exceptions rather than the rule.

—Great leaders know how to build consensus and motivate 
by doing what is right rather than what is in their self-
interest. Xenophon put personal gain aside to lead his fellow 
Greeks out of a perilous situation in Persia—something very 
similar to what Lou Gerstner and Anne Mulcahy did in 
rescuing IBM and Xerox. 

—Leadership is about keeping a sane and modest perspective 
in the face of success and remaining focused on the 
fundamentals—the nuts and bolts of making an organization 
work day in and day out. Augustus saved Rome from 
dissolution after the assassination of Julius Caesar and ruled it 
for more than forty years, bringing the empire to the height 
of its power. What made him successful were personal 
humility, attention to the mundane details of building and 
maintaining an infrastructure, and the understanding of 
limits. Augustus set Rome on a course of prosperity and 
stability that lasted for centuries, just as Alfred Sloan, using 
many of the same approaches, built GM into the leviathan 
that until recently dominated the automotive business.

Steve Forbes is the chairman and CEO of Forbes 
Media and editor in chief of Forbes magazine. An 
internationally recognized and respected authority in 
the worlds of finance and corporate leadership. 
Among his books are Flat Tax Revolution: Using a 
Postcard to Abolish the IRS and A New Birth of Freedom.

John Prevas is an author, an adventurer, and a 
teacher of classics who has climbed the Alps in 
search of Hannibal’s pass and followed Alexander’s 
footsteps through the “terrorist belt” of Iran, 
Afghanistan, and Pakistan. His books include 
Hannibal Crosses the Alps and  Xenophon’s March.

SIMULTANEOUS RELEASE

Alan Sklar has been nominated multiple times as a 
finalist for the APA’s prestigious Audie Awards. He has 
narrated over 100 audiobooks, including the Pulitzer 
Prize winner The Looming Tower by Lawrence Wright.

STEVE FORBES AND JOHN PREVAS

The Stunning Parallels Between Great Leaders of the 
Ancient World and Today...and the Lessons You Can Learn

POWER AMBITION 
GLORY

Read by Alan Sklar
Category: Business
Running Time: 10 hrs 30 min - Unabridged 

Hardcover: June 2009 (60,000 Crown) 
Available: 06/25/2009 

Trade 9781400112470   9 Audio CD $34.99
Library 9781400142477   9 Audio CD $69.99
MP3     9781400162475   1 MP3-CD     $24.99

Territory:    North America 

KEY POINTS/MARKETING

! National publicity

! National radio campaign

! Advertising in the Wall Street Journal

PRAISE FOR POWER AMBITION GLORY

“Steve Forbes knows the importance of history, and this 
book brings that to our attention in a fascinating and 
pertinent way.... People in all fields will learn and be inspired 
by it.” —Donald Trump 

b u s i n e s s
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